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Vessel Management

* High Seas Fishing Licenses authorized by MARA
e List of High Seas fishing vessels (public available
 DWEF vessel position monitoring system (VMS)
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All vessels are required to
e install and activate VMS
e Report positions every hour

Warning and alert system

Daily Monitoring of VMS (all

vessels)

Lisigitxs Vessel Monitoring System
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&y Léiitxs  Electronic-logbook for all high seas fisheries
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Moratorium for squid fisheries on the high seas

ﬂ ENGLISH.GOV.CN App | September 29 2025
, THE STATE COUNCIL ) i
§==# THEPEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA \ o

HOME NEWS INSTITUTIONS POLICIES ARCHIVE {194

China to launch fishing moratorium on high seas

Updated: June 29, 2021 06:49 Xinhua
BEIJING — China will officially launch its voluntary fishing moratorium on the high seas from July this year to preserve squid
resources in open waters, said the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs on June 28.

From July 1 to Sept 30, the fishing ban will be observed in part of the high seas of the Southwest Atlantic Ocean outside the
exclusive economic zones of countries concerned, while from Sept 1 to Nov 30, the moratorium will cover parts of the high
seas in the eastern Pacific Ocean.

During the period, all Chinese squid fishing boats in the areas will suspend operations, the ministry said.

China piloted a voluntary fishing moratorium on parts of the high seas in the Southwest Atlantic Ocean and the eastern Pacific
Ocean last year, which are among the country's main pelagic fishing areas.

Following the pilot moratorium, the squid resources and the cumulative output of squid in these sea areas during the first four
months of this year have improved from a year ago, said the ministry, citing expert assessment.
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July 1 to September 30: SW Atlantic high seas between 32°S—
44°S and 48°W-60°W




Regulation for all high | et e i
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seas transhipments

‘ Institutional Functions International Cooperation Data and Statistics Development Overview

The Current Position: Home > News

China Dispatches Fishing Observers to High Seas to Tackle Fisheries

Ex-ante and ex-post Abuses
Source: MARA  Date: 2021-04-12
[
re p o rt I n g O n China sent its first onboard observer team to high seas for monitoring illegal fishing on April 10, 2021. The ceremony held in Shidao New

Harbor, Shandong Province, signified the debut of China’s fishing observing mission.

.
t ra n S S h I p I I l e n t The five observers dispatched by the MARA boarded deep-sea fishing cargo ships to conduct high seas transshipment monitoring on behalf

of the Chinese Government. This initiative demonstrated China’s determination and sense of responsibility as a major country to actively

a Ct i V i t i S engage in international ocean governance and crackdown on llegal fishing.

As a responsible fishing country, China actively participates in global ocean governance. It voluntarily implements fishing moratoriums in
some waters of the high seas, therefore has been widely recognized by the international community for resource conservation and
sustainable utilization in the high seas. The international community pays close attention to high seas transshipment activities, and it is

consensus that fishing observing is an important measure to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing with the authority to

O b s e rv e r O r Vi d e O monitor and supervise transshipment activities.

To ensure well-regulated and high-quality development of the deep-sea fishing, the MARA issued a notice to tighten at-sea transshipments in

the high seas in May 2020. Under the notice, since 2021 all high seas transshipment activities is required pre-operati pplication and

. .
IVI O n I t O r I n g O n post-operational oversight, and all at-sea transshipment operation in the high seas shall be supervised by MARA onboard observers.
I hipment
L L .
a Ct I V I t I e S @ No.11 Nongzhanguan Nanli,Chaoyang District,Beijing China (100125)

(Notice of the MARA on Strengthening the
Management of DWF High Sea transshipment)




L&itxs  Bycatch mitigation and reporting
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(Notice on strengthening protection of
bycatch species in DWF)




€S Li&Bit2%2  Combat IUU fishing

* Penalties for non-compliance and infringements:
Fishing operations without approval from MARA,;
Failing to obtain valid vessel certificate;
Using prohibited fishing gear or methods;
Refusing to accept national observers;
Intentionally shutting down, relocating, or interfering with VMS, AIS;

 Blacklist for DWF Violations——Individuals involved in serious violations
of laws and regulations shall be placed on a blacklist.

(Regulation on the Management of Distant Water Fisheries)




S Libirs  Crew welfare

* Contracts, provide insurance, pay wages on time, protect legitimate rights...

(Regulations on the Management of Distant-Water Fisheries)

* Equal living and working conditions for Chinese and foreign crew.
* Fishing vessels equipped with safety equipment and medicines.

* In the event of crew members sufering injuries or illnesses, an immediate report
and request for assistance should be made, and timely rescue and treatment
should be organized.

(Circular from the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, and the National Immigration Administration on Further Strengthening the
Management and Services for Foreign Crew Members of Distant-Water Fisheries,
MARA Fisheries Bureau, Document No. 13 [2024])




& Libnitrs Research plan

* Overview of China flagged high seas squid fisheries
(history, fleet size trend, catch trend)

* Improve data collection and mornitoring of this fishery
 Change of abundance (CPUE) of target species

e Assess stock status, and advise catch limit (for the Chinese
fleet)

e Effect of Moratorium on the fishery and population
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