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Trawling

Fleet size: 34 vessels

Catch: 88,000 tons

High seas fisheries in the SW Atlantic, 2024

Squid jigging

Fleet size: 267 Vessels

Catch: 155,000 tons



• High Seas Fishing Licenses authorized by MARA 
• List of High Seas fishing vessels (public available)  
• DWF vessel position monitoring system (VMS)

Vessel Management 



All vessels are required to 
• install and activate VMS
• Report positions every hour

Warning and alert system

Daily Monitoring of VMS (all 

vessels) 

Vessel Monitoring System 



Electronic-logbook for all high seas fisheries 



Moratorium for squid fisheries on the high seas



July 1 to September 30: SW Atlantic high seas between 32°S–
44°S and 48°W–60°W

Moratorium for squid fisheries on the high seas



(Notice of the MARA on Strengthening the 
Management of DWF High Sea transshipment)

• Regulation for all high 
seas transhipments

• Ex-ante and ex-post 
reporting on 
transshipment 
activities

• Observer or Video 
Monitoring on 
Transshipment 
activities 

High Seas Transhipment Regulation 



Bycatch Report 

(Notice on strengthening protection of 
bycatch species in DWF)

Bycatch mitigation and reporting 



• Penalties for non-compliance and infringements:  
Fishing operations without approval from MARA; 
Failing to obtain valid vessel certificate;
Using prohibited fishing gear or methods;
Refusing to accept national observers; 
Intentionally shutting down, relocating, or interfering with VMS, AIS; 
...

• Blacklist for DWF Violations——Individuals involved in serious violations 
of laws and regulations shall be placed on a blacklist.

Combat IUU fishing 

(Regulation on the Management of Distant Water Fisheries)



• Contracts, provide insurance, pay wages on time, protect legitimate rights...
(Regulations on the Management of Distant-Water Fisheries)

• Equal living and working conditions for Chinese and foreign crew. 
• Fishing vessels equipped with safety equipment and medicines.
• In the event of crew members sufering injuries or illnesses, an immediate report 

and request for assistance should be made, and timely rescue and treatment 
should be organized.

• ...

(Circular from the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and the National Immigration Administration on Further Strengthening the 
Management and Services for Foreign Crew Members of Distant-Water Fisheries, 
MARA Fisheries Bureau, Document No. 13 [2024])

Crew welfare 



Research plan

• Overview of China flagged high seas squid fisheries 
(history, fleet size trend, catch trend)

• Improve data collection and mornitoring of this fishery
• Change of abundance (CPUE) of target species
• Assess stock status, and advise catch limit (for the Chinese 

fleet)
• Effect of Moratorium on the fishery and population



THANK YOU 
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